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Special Offer - 30% off with this flyer

Sarin Marchetti is Irish Research Council Postdoctoral Fellow at University College
Dublin, Ireland. He has written on ethics, metaphilosophy, pragmatism, and early
analytic philosophy.

'Sarin Marchetti has written a fresh and strikingly original interpretation of William James's
moral philosophy. He focuses on James's distinctive approach to ethics and also illuminates
the full range of James's pragmatism. Marchetti shows how the goal of philosophical
reflection in James should be a personal transformation in the way we understand and
conduct ourselves. This book is essential reading for anyone interested in William James and
contemporary moral philosophy.'

- Richard ). Bernstein — New School for Social Research, USA

'By reading James's pragmatism as a method, rather than a 'theory' of truth, Marchetti
offers a radically new interpretation of James's pragmatist take on truth and reveals its
profound links both to James's 'hortatory ethics' and his metaphilosophical concerns. This
compelling and original book is bound to transform our understanding of James's work for
years to come.’

- Francesca Bordogna — University of Notre Dame, USA

'Marchetti gives us a new William James, whose moral philosophy is no mere appendage to
The Principles of Psychology and Pragmatism, but at the heart of their concerns. Building on
the work of Wittgenstein and Cora Diamond, and finding his inspiration in James's explicitly
moral writings, Marchetti convincingly argues that James is always practicing a
"therapeutic', 'transformative’, and 'hortatory' philosophy.'

- Russell B. Goodman — University of New Mexico, USA

About the book

In Ethics and Philosophical Critique in William James Marchetti invites the reader to
radically rethink James's seminal contribution to moral philosophy. Contrary to the standard
interpretation of his work as a moral philosopher, Marchetti argues that James was not
interested in defending a moral theory but rather aimed at problematizing the very
methods and goals of a philosophical investigation of ethics. By giving prominence to this
metaphilosophical feature of James's writings — grounded in his distinctive pragmatic mode
of philosophizing aimed at the clarification, rather than at the foundation, of our human
activities — Marchetti presents James's moral thought as an ambitious and imaginative
attempt to set moral philosophy on different reflective rails. Against the attempt to
advance disengaged meta-ethical accounts of what morality consists in and normative
prescriptions about how to best implement it, James rethinks ethics as the critical
elucidation of our ways of understanding and conducting ourselves in the midst of our
ordinary practices for the sake of their amelioration.
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